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representatives have increased since the dissolution
of the 1900 Parliament; but they still form group
which is numerically unimportant, far weaker than
the Irish Nationalists, and not much stronger than
the Ulster members or the Welsh. A Labour party
which constitutes only six or seven per cent, of the
House of Commons would represent Labour very
inadequately, if it could be supposed that the great
multitude of industrial electors really desired to
delegate their authority in Parliament exclusively
to men drawn from their own order. No such
general inclination is yet apparent. "Working-men
in most constituencies seem content to be repre-
sented by persons outside the wage-earning ranks.

The payment of parliamentary salaries, and a

simplification of the electoral system that would go

far towards conferring the franchise upon every adult

person, not suffering under the disability of being

an idiot or a woman, may make a considerable

difference in the future.   Up to the present the

character of th'e House of Commons remains very

much as it  was described in 1904; though  the

"socio-political" class,  as I called it, has  been

further encroached upon by the mercantile   and

professional elements.   Lawyers are as numerous

in the House as ever, and more prominent than at

any  former period   on   the  front   benches.    No

Cabinet, before that of Mr. Asquith between 1908

and 1912, had lawyers, who had been in  active

practice, as its Prime Minister, its  Secretary for

War, its First Lord of the Admiralty, its Chief

Secretary for Ireland, and its Chancellor of the

Exchequer.   The   "democratic1' element   in   the

House was considerably strengthened by the great